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Research Proposal Writing Direction 

Objective: To familiarize you with the process of survey research from conceptualization, questionnaire design, face to face interview, data entry, and elementary data analysis to report writing.  
 
 
OUTLINE OF WRITING PROCEDURES 
I. Introduction 
Describe why the topic of your choice is a worthy studied social issue (which will essentially be your dependent variable). Write a brief introduction that introduces your topic and describes why it is of general interest or importance by relating the topic to any theoretical, social or practical significance. One page or so should be enough for this session. 
 
II. Literature Review 
 
Literature 
Review past studies examining the topic and find out what variables have been studied that are related to the dependent variable(s).  For example, alcohol abuse has been found to be related unstable family relationship, depression, failed school experiences, etc.  You should summarize how you have learned from the literature you reviewed and what variables you are trying to study and analyze in your research.  Especially, if you have some unique variables to be examined in your research but have not been studied in the past studies, you need provide reasons why this new variable needs to be examined. 
 
Hypotheses 
1. Select at least THREE factors (which will be your independent variables) that you believe will influence your dependent variable. Write a mini theoretical statement (check your theory book for reference) that can be just a couple of sentences explaining HOW and WHY each independent variable will affect your dependent variable. For example, it's not enough to say men will support legalization of prostitution more than women. You must also explain WHY.   
 	 
2. Following your mini theory, prepare a hypothesis that is simply a one-sentence statement of the relationship you expect to find between each independent variable and the dependent variable. Here is an example of hypothesis, "Hypothesis #1: Men are more likely to support legalization of prostitution than women." You should have at least three hypotheses. 
 
III. Method. 
 
Write two paragraphs describing: (1) Data: where and when you conducted the interview, and how you selected your sample. (2) Measurement:  how you measured each concept (describe the questionnaire items).  (3) Analysis: how you conduct your statistical analysis (descriptive data: frequency/percentage of study variables; explanatory analysis: correlation between independent variables and dependent variables).  	 	 
 
Data Collection (procedures for questionnaire construction and data collection 
 
1. Operationalization: Explain how you WORD your questions for independent and dependent variables (other than demographic variables), and explain how your questions are able to measure the concepts of those variables.  
 
· List and describe all independent variables, briefly describe how they were measured. 
 
· Many of your variables were operationalized into multiple different questions. Describe what those scale means (higher the number, the higher agreement the subjects responded to the question statements (from Strongly Disagree to Strongly Agree in a scale) 
 
2. Sample: Describe how you sampled your subjects.  You may have to justify why the sampling methods (or classes being chosen) was chosen.  Make sure you report the details of each step.  Also, you should state how the class project is cooperated with everyone’s effort to collect the data and how many cases were collected.  
 
Analysis 
Write two paragraphs describing: (1) Descriptive data analysis procedure. (2) Explanatory data analysis procedure.    
 
IV. Expected Results: Write your expected result section to describe if your research hypotheses will be supported. This is for you to review if your hypotheses are strong enough according to your applied theories and past similar findings in this regard. However, if what you hypothesized is to challenge what have been found in the literature, you may want to be open-minded of you’re your results (support or deny your hypotheses) may be.  In that case, you may discuss what conditions can possibly to affect your results of being supporting or denying your hypotheses. 
 

V. Expected Challenges and Their Solutions 
 
You should describe what kinds of difficulties you might encounter in the whole research process.  The more your can foresee those possible obstacles, the more likely you can prevent them or prepare some solutions when they occurs.  This session can show the research evaluators how thoughtful you are while designing your research. 
V. Conclusion 
 
This section may begin with a brief summary, reviewing the highlights of your major findings regarding your hypotheses, both in terms of being consistent with the directions of your hypothesis and providing support for your hypothesis based on the statistical significance. For each hypothesis, if there are inconsistencies for the two dependent variables, reiterate your explanations, comments or discussions.  
 
Discuss the shortcomings of the research, point out inconsistencies, account for anomalies, and suggest improvements in the research design. Finally, you may place the whole project into a broader perspective, mention the theoretical and practical implications of the study, and discuss possible future work.  
 
Be sure to include a list of your instrument (questions) used in your study.   
 
Instructions
Notes: Total length of the written portion should not exceed 20 pages (typed, double-spaced). The suggested proportions are: intro = .05-1 page, Literature and theory = 5-7 pages, methods = 2-5 pages, results= 4-6 pages, conclusion= 0.5 -2 pages. Reference page(s) should be one to two pages depending on how many references you have.  Page setup should be one inch for all margins and double space for all lines. Font size and style are 12 point Times New Roman.  You should use APA format for paper text, tables and references. 
 
All students should submit a data analysis OUTPUT file to blackboard to show the instructor what data analyses you have done for the research. 
 
Your final project in this class will be to assemble a packet of materials for submission (as if you would submit it to the Institutional Review Board: Main proposal + References + Appendix A + Appendix B in one single file). The following is the details:

  A consent form is usually one or two paragraphs of writing to introduce your research project to subjects and ask for their agreement before they are interviewed (or fill out a questionnaire). 
  IRB is a form to send to the university research office to ask for their permission for conducting your research. In the IRB form, you are to ensure your research should not jeopardize your subjects into any possible hurtful situations (physically and/or psychologically). If there is possible harm, there should be some treatments provided to the harmed subjects so there are no long-term negative impacts in their life. 
  Your submission will be examined by SafeAssign for plagiarized content. If you find the examination report showing the copied content more than 10%, you may consider to review your draft and make sure they are your original writing and submit it again. 
  You may submit your research proposal up to 3 attempts and only the last one will be graded. 
  Do not quote any sentences for sources. Instead, rewrite them with your own words and cite them.
 
   1) consent forms (agreement from subjects to participate in your proposed research, As Appendix A),  
  2) most of all a research ‘protocol’ or description of your research design, the contribution you hope to make to social knowledge (in other words, the main body of your research proposal). This part includes your references. 
  3) the protections for research with human subjects appropriate to your proposed project as Appendix B (an IRB form is attached above and you should complete and upload it into a separate folder).  The overall package is to demonstrate your capability to complete the proposed research project.
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